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DETAILED ACTION 



Double Patenting 

Applicant is advised that should claim 7 be found allowable, claim 17 will be objected to 
under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a substantial duplicate thereof When two claims in an application 
are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both cover the same thing, despite a slight 
difference in wording, it is proper after allowing one claim to object to the other as being a 
substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-5, 7-15, 17-23, and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Number 4,23 1 ,597 to Pelcin. 

Pelcin discloses a latching device comprising a housing (50) having at least one detent 
(60 and 62), a bolt (70) configured for sliding at least partially within the housing between a 
retracted position and an extended position, where the bolt extends beyond the housing (figure 
3), the bolt including an outer side and an inner side (figure 3), a spring member (96) operatively 
coupled to the bolt proximate to the inner side of the bolt (figures 3, 4, and 6), the spring member 
configured for at least partially retaining the bolt in a frictionally snug and slideable engagement 
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within the housing (by urging ball 92 to an extended position against either the bolt housing, or 
one of the detents) and including a portion configured for engaging the at least one detent of the 
housing to retain the bolt in the extended position (92), and the housing extending around the 
bolt and configured for confining lateral and vertical movement of the bolt along the outer side 
(as viewed in figure 8, the housing completely surrounds the bolt), as in claim 1. 

Pelcin additionally discloses the detent includes two detents (60 and 62) and the detents 
include protrusions extending from the housing (the ball cooperates with the detents, where the 
ball protrudes from the housing), as in claim 2, and a trailer (92) with a lip in communication 
with the spring member, the trailer configured for at least partially retaining the bolt in a 
frictionally snug and slideable engagement within the housing and limiting travel of the bolt (by 
urging ball 92 to an extended position against either the bolt housing, or one of the detents), as in 
claims 3 and 4. 

Pelcin also discloses the spring member includes an arm (92 acts as an arm to prevent 
prohibited movement of the bolt) configured for exhibiting spring-like behavior, the arm 
including a tip (the apex of the ball), the tip defining the portion of the spring member configured 
for engaging the at least one detent of the housing to retain the bolt in the extended position 
(figure 3), as in claim 5, as well as the housing envelops the bolt by extending completely around 
the bolt (as viewed in figure 8, the housing completely surrounds the bolt), as in claim 8, wherein 
the housing includes an outer surface configured for fitting in a corresponding shaped track in a 
structure (as shown in figure 8), as in claim 9. 
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Pelcin further discloses a latching device comprising a housing (50) having at least one 
detent (60 and 62), a bolt (70) configured for sliding at least partially within the housing between 
a retracted position and an extended position, where the bolt extends beyond the housing (figure 
3), the bolt including an outer side and an inner side (figure 3), a spring member (96) operatively 
coupled to the bolt proximate to the inner side of the bolt (figures 3, 4, and 6), the spring member 
configured for at least partially retaining the bolt in a frictionally snug and slideable engagement 
within the housing (by urging ball 92 to an extended position against either the bolt housing, or 
one of the detents) and including a portion configured for engaging the at least one detent of the 
housing to retain the bolt in the extended position (92), and the housing extending around the 
bolt and configured for confining lateral and vertical movement of the bolt along the outer side 
(as viewed in figure 8, the housing completely surrounds the bolt), as in claim 10. 

Pelcin additionally discloses a portion (92) configured for engaging the at least one detent 
of the housing to retain the bolt in the extended position (figure 3), as in claim 11, and where the 
detent includes two detents (60 and 62) and the detents include protrusions extending from the 
housing (the ball cooperates with the detents, where the ball protrudes from the housing), as in 
claim 12, and a trailer (92) with a lip in communication with the spring member, the trailer 
configured for at least partially retaining the bolt in a frictionally snug and slideable engagement 
within the housing and limiting travel of the bolt (by urging ball 92 to an extended position 
against either the bolt housing, or one of the detents), as in claims 13 and 14. 

Pelcin also discloses the spring member includes an arm (92 acts as an arm to prevent 
prohibited movement of the bolt) configured for exhibiting spring-like behavior, the arm 
including a tip (the apex of the ball), the tip defining the portion of the spring member configured 
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for engaging the at least one detent of the housing to retain the bolt in the extended position 
(figure 3), as in claim 15, as well as a tab (23), the tab in communication with the bolt, and the 
housing including a slot (22) for receiving at least a portion of the tab, as in claims 7 and 17, 
wherein the housing includes an outer surface configured for fitting in a corresponding shaped 
track in a structure (as shown in figure 8), as in claim 18. 

Pelcin further discloses a latching device comprising a housing (17) having a detent (19) 
and at least one slot (76), a bolt (70) configured for sliding at least partially within the housing 
between a retracted position and an extended position, where the bolt extends beyond the 
housing (figure 3), the bolt including an outer side and an inner side (figure 3), a spring member 
(96) operatively coupled to the bolt proximate to the inner side of the bolt (figures 3, 4, and 6), 
the spring member configured for at least partially retaining the bolt in a frictionally snug and 
slideable engagement within the housing (by urging ball 92 to an extended position against either 
the bolt housing, or one of the detents) and including a portion configured for engaging the at 
least one detent of the housing to retain the bolt in the extended position (92), and the housing 
extending around the bolt and configured for confining lateral and vertical movement of the bolt 
along the outer side (as viewed in figure 8, the housing completely surrounds the bolt), a tab 
(126) in communication with the bolt, at least a portion of the tab configured for being received 
in and moving in the slot (figures 3 and 4), as in claim 19. 

Pelcin additionally discloses the detent includes two detents (60 and 62) and the detents 
include protrusions extending from the housing (the ball cooperates with the detents, where the 
ball extends from the housing), as in claim 20, and a trailer (92) with a lip in communication 
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with the spring member, the trailer configured for at least partially retaining the bolt in a 
frictionally snug and slideable engagement within the housing and limiting travel of the bolt (by 
urging ball 92 to an extended position against either the bolt housing, or one of the detents), as in 
claims 21 and 22. 

Pelcin also discloses the spring member includes an arm (92 acts as an arm to prevent 
prohibited movement of the bolt) configured for exhibiting spring-like behavior, the arm 
including a tip (the apex of the ball), the tip defining the portion of the spring member configured 
for engaging the at least one detent of the housing to retain the bolt in the extended position 
(figure 3), as in claim 23, wherein the slot is configured for confining movement of the at least a 
portion of the tab, for limiting the movement of the bolt in the extended position (figure 2 and 4), 
as in claim 25, as well as the housing envelops the bolt by extending completely around the bolt 
(as viewed in figure 8, the housing completely surrounds the bolt), as in claim 26, wherein the 
housing includes an outer surface configured for fitting in a corresponding shaped track in a 
structure (as shown in figure 8), as in claim 27. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6, 16, 24, and 28-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pelcin, in view of U.S. Patent Number 5,484,176 to Sallwasser. 
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Pelcin discloses the invention substantially as claimed. Pelcin discloses a latching device 
comprising a housing (50) having an internal cavity (area within element 50), the internal cavity 
including at least one detent (60 and 62), a bolt (70) configured for sliding at least partially 
within the housing between a retracted position and an extended position, where the bolt extends 
beyond the housing (figure 3), the bolt including an outer side and an inner side (figure 3), a 
spring member (96) operatively coupled to the bolt proximate to the inner side of the bolt 
(figures 3, 4, and 6), the spring member configured for at least partially retaining the bolt in a 
frictionally snug and slideable engagement within the housing (by urging ball 92 to an extended 
position against either the bolt housing, or one of the detents) and including a portion configured 
for engaging the at least one detent of the housing to retain the bolt in the extended position (92), 
and the housing extending around the bolt and configured for confining lateral and vertical 
movement of the bolt along the outer side (as viewed in figure 8, the housing completely 
surrounds the bolt), as in claim 28. However, Pelcin does not disclose the housing having 
oppositely disposed grooves and where the bolt has lateral portion with edges on the outer side 
for receipt in the grooves, as in claims 6, 16, 24, and 28. Sallwasser teaches of a latching 
mechanism having a bolt housing (102) that has oppositely disposed grooves (104) therein, as 
well as an associated bolt (20) that has lateral portions (24 and 26) for receipt in the respective 
grooves in the same field of endeavor for the purpose of securely retaining the bolt within the 
housing with little movement in a lateral or vertical direction. It would have been obvious to one 
with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate lateral portions on 
the bolt, and grooves within the bolt housing, of Pelcin, associated with the respective lateral 
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portions, as taught by Sallwasser in order to securely retaining the bolt within the housing with 
little movement in a lateral or vertical direction. 

Pelcin further discloses the detent includes two detents (60 and 62) and the detents 
include protrusions extending from the housing (the ball cooperates with the detents, where the 
ball protrudes from the housing), as in claim 29, and a trailer (92) with a lip in communication 
with the spring member, the trailer configured for at least partially retaining the bolt in a 
frictionally snug and slideable engagement within the housing and limiting travel of the bolt (by 
urging ball 92 to an extended position against either the bolt housing, or one of the detents), as in 
claims 30 and 31. 

Pelcin additionally discloses the spring member includes an arm (92 acts as an arm to 
prevent prohibited movement of the bolt) configured for exhibiting spring-like behavior, the arm 
including a tip (the apex of the ball), the tip defining the portion of the spring member configured 
for engaging the at least one detent of the housing to retain the bolt in the extended position 
(figure 3), as in claim 32, as well as a tab (23), the tab in communication with the bolt, and the 
housing including a slot (22) for receiving at least a portion of the tab, as in claim 33, and the 
housing envelops the bolt by extending completely around the bolt (as viewed in figure 34, the 
housing completely surrounds the bolt), as in claim 8, wherein the housing includes an outer 
surface configured for fitting in a corresponding shaped track in a structure (as shown in figure 
8), as in claim 35. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-35 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Boswell whose telephone number is (571) 272-7054. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 4:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on (571) 272-6843. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





BRIAN E. GLESSNER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



December 9, 2005 



